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Pathological features of conservative treatment

of uveal melanoma

Professor W. R. Lee (Glasgow University)

During the period 1969-Dec.1985, 147 cases of uveal melanoma
(ciliary body 62, choroid 85) were treated by local "eye-wall"
resection by Professor W.S. Foulds and Dr. Bertil Damato, Department
of Ophthalmology, Glasgow University. Fifteen patients have died
as a result of metastatic disease which is no greater than would
be anticipated if enucleation had been performed. The tumour
cytology was as follows:- spindle cell, 76 cases; mixed, 66 cases;
epithelioid, 5 cases and the maximum diameters were as follows:- <10
mm, 16 cases; 10-15 mm, 86 cases; =15 mm, 45 cases. Tumour extended
to the excision 1line in the majority of the specimens and many
cases were treated subsequently by laser coagulation or radioactive
(Ru106) plaques. Two eyes were lost as a consequence of haemorrhage
and two from endophthalmitis.

Twenty five eyes were enucleated between one and three years
after the primary surgery. Residual tumour was present in 20 cases
with extraocular extension in seven of these cases. Six of the
twenty five delayed enucleation cases have died from metastases.

These specimens provided the opportunity to study the effects
of subsequent laser treatment and Rul06 plaque irradiation on the
recurrent tumour. The series also contained examples of vitrectomy
and silicon emulsification.

One of the most interesting features of local resection of
a large area of tumour bearing choroidal tissue is that the retina
does not detach but becomes gliotic and adherent to the sclera.
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